Anterior paraclinoid aneurysms.
The characteristics of a previously unclassified paraclinoid aneurysm arising from the anterolateral (dorsal) wall of the proximal internal carotid artery were retrospectively analyzed in seven patients (five women and two men) who were treated surgically for an aneurysm in this unusual location. One patient presented with subarachnoid hemorrhage (SAH) caused by rupture of this aneurysm. The lesions were found incidentally (five cases) or during investigation of SAH due to another aneurysm (one case). There was a female predominance in this series; all female patients harbored multiple aneurysms. All patients underwent surgery. Removal of the anterior clinoid process was necessary because the proximal neck of the aneurysm was closely adjacent to the dural ring. This special group of aneurysms is very rare, is located exclusively in the intradural space, and carries the risk of SAH. The results of surgical treatment for this aneurysm are quite satisfactory.